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A LETTER 
TO 
MR. WILBERFORCE, 
On the deputation from the 
House of Commons to her 
most Gracious Majesty, the 


Queen. ' 
Lontion, June 30, 1890. 
Sir, 


It is now seventéen years 
since I first began to address 
myself to you. At that time you 
had done what I deemed to be 
greater mischief to this country 
than what had ever been done 
by any other one man, Pitt him- 
self not excepted. You had 
taken a prominent part in the 
support of every measure, for 
many years previous to that, 
calculated to bring this once free 
and flourishing country into a 
state, and under a species of 
sway, which, as'I° even then 
foresaw and foretold,would lead 
to that ruin and beggary, in 
which we now live, and the 
final consequences of which, 
though they probably. ate at no 
great distance, it is impossible 
for any man to foresee. In every 
measure for curtailing the liber- 
ties of the people; in every 

nm" am 


measure levelled against the 
press ; in every méasure for sus- 
pending the laws which give 
protection to our persons a- 
gainst arbitrary arrests ; in every 
measure for protecting the Bank, 
as well at the stoppage in 1797 
as afterwards ; in every measure 
of this description, you had been 
a conspicuous actor; and in 
every measure, since that period, 
of the same description, you 
have been an actor not less con- 
spicuous. 

You have, in short, been a 
constant supporter of the system 
of Pitt and his followers. The 
éffects of that system are now 
before us, and may be described 
in a very few words: the ruin of 
the-middle ranks of society and 
the misery and almost starva- 
tion of the labouring classes; a 
paper currency that would fen- 
der a political convulsion the 
most terrificevent thatthe world 
ever witnessed, that would 
make the rich call-upon the hills 
to cover them ; that would send 
forth pennyless millions to 
prow] about in search ‘of food; 





that would level all law aw fp the 
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earth, and would give predomi- 
nance to physical force; that 
would produce scenes of desola- 
tion and deyastation of misery 
and of anguish such as have 
never been anticipated except 
by him who has described the 
scenes which will happen on the 
day of judgment. And while 
such would inevitably be the 
consequences of a political con- 
vulsion, it is now acknowledg- 
ed, even in parliament itself, 
that the system tends immedi- 
ately to produce such a convul- 
sion. 

It is my most earnest desire 
to contribute my mite towards 
producing public tranquillity ; 
towards putting an end, if pos- 
sible, to that fearful agitation, 
which at present prevails, the 
prevalence of which every one 
clearly perceives; and which, 
if not put a stop to, will, in all 
human probability, lead to. con- 
sequences such as no man with 
the feelings of common humani- 
ty about him, can view without 
apprehensions not easily to be 
described. 

‘There were, subjects enough 
of irritation before the arrival of 


her Majesty the Queen. It 


would. have required, te quiet 
the public mind, even before 
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much more wisdom, and a spirit 
much more conciliatory than | 
have eyer yet seen to prevail 
amongst those who had, and who 
yet have, the management of the 
nation’s affairs. ‘lo that irrita- 
tion, arising out of circumstances, 
where reason had to act it’s 
part, and as to which there was 
a difference of opinion amongst 
certain classes of the people ; to 
that irritation is now added, irri- 
tation of a kind which swallows 
up all reasoning, and causes all 
differences of opinion as to other 
matters to be totally forgotten. 
Those who were before con- 
tented with the present state of 
things ; or, at least, were afraid 
of the consequences of openl} 
joining with the discontented, 
have now, as to this maiter, 
most cordially joined with those 
who before expressed their dis- 
content, 

Thus, with the exception of 8 
few courtiers, the whole nation 
are united in most.ardent wish- 
es in favour of Her Majesty, the 
‘Queen. Observe, too, that this 
is a matter in which the wome 
take, if possible,, a still mor 
lively, interest. than, the me? 


and, ‘it never, ec hanns ae | 


this event, much more temper, ‘there. 
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without that caus¢ being finally 
crowned With success. Their 
décigion, on great publié qués- 
tidfis, is always the right deci- 
sion. They are less liable to be 
led astray by the vanity of ar- 
gumentation; by party prejudi- 
ces; by pledged opinions. ‘The 
impressions which they receive 
are general. They are placed 
on their minds by something 
whiéh prevades all ranks; they 
arise from an unprejudiced view 
of all the great points of a sub- 
ject taken “together as a Whole. 
Their minds ‘set sophistry, chi- 
cahery, and misrepresentation at 
defianee. Their opinions are 
imbibed in this way, which is 
like the way in which we ac- 
quire the knowledge of the ex- 
istence of light and of dark- 
ness. What they believe in 
such a case must be true; and 
that which they say ought to be 
done, must be done. 

This is a feature in the pre- 
sent great question, that ought 
by no means to be overlooked. 
If a case were to arise in which 
the whele of a man’s circle of 
friends were of a particular 
opinion, as to atty act which: he; 
had to perform, he would find 
it very difficult I believe to brace 
himself up to the resolution to 
set their combined opinions at 
nought; but what are the com- 
bimed opinions of a man’s circle 
of friends compared witlr me 
morning noon and a 
up-rising and down-lying 
every moment in the day ent ee| 
ence of ‘wives, daug Ag 
— gage > Oe Bt 
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It is, however, notorious, that; 
from one eid to the other of 
this populous kingdom, théré ts 
but one opinion as to this qués+ 
tion, and that is, ‘that het Md= 
jesty is innocent and injuteéd : 
and one wish; and that is, that 
her Majesty should never moré 
depart from this kingdom; 
and that she should here enjoy 
all and every one of her rights 
and privileges as Qneen. 

If there had existed anydoubt 
in the public mind as to the in- 
nocence of her Majesty, and ag 
to the falsehood of the charges 
against her, that doubt would 
have been temoved at once, by 
the bave circumstance of those 
charges having been conveyed 
to the parliament in Green 
Bags. The people had not so 
soon forgotten the Green Bags 
of 1817. They had not so soon 
forgotten, that those Bags and 
their contents, formed the pré- 
text for sending into dungeons 
a gteat number of men, who 
there lay fora long whilé en- 
during all the sufferings of im- 
ptisonment, separation fron? 
wives and children, foss of pre= 
cious time while those wives 
and children were starving, loss 
of health, loss of reason in oné 
imstance producing suicide ; ee 
who were at last set at libe 
not only without ever bois, 
brought to trial; but, also 
out ever having had any ch 
e|exhibited against thenr in’ 
e| form, and without knowing from 
first to last who had been their 
accuser ! A peoplé had r 
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“ against her Majesty the Queen, 


‘yield accordingly; and _ that 
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saw. Green Bags . presented 


an association of ideas instantly 
took place in their minds, lead- 
ing at once to a conviction that 
the charges against her Majesty 
were groundless, and that in- 
justice and cruelty were the ob- 
jects. of her foes. 
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resolutions of ‘Thursday, the 
22d of June, were, upon your mo- 
tion, agreed to by a very large 
majority of the House; and 
which resolutions, in order that 
I may not, by abridgment, mis- 
represent them, I here insert at 
full length. 


** Resolvec—That this House has 


The House of Commons ap)‘ learned, with unfeigned and deep 


pears to have perceived that 
this course ; that is to say, the 
course of 1817, would not do 
upon this occasion. It appears to 
have wished toget rid of the thing 
by some means or other ; and, if 
possible, by a seemingly volun- 
tary surrender of rights, and 
particularly by exile, on the 
part of her Majesty. This pro- 
duced a suspension of the pro- 
ceedings, and a negociation 
carried on between the minis- 
ters and her Majesty’s lawyers. 
Upon that negociation I have, 
in my last number, fully offered 
my opinion. The main object 
of it was to enduce her Majest 
to quit the kingdom, the fatal 
consequences of which to her- 
self 1 have fully stated in that 
number. I now perceive, (and 
with infinite delight.I perceive 
it) that it is stated, apparently 
with authority, in the newspa- 
pers, that her Majesty never 
authorised her law officers to 
Say that she would on any ac- 
count be induced to quit the 
kingdom. But it appears to have 
been thought by the House of 
Commons, and by yourself in 
particular, that, if the House 
explicitly expressed its wish for 
her Majesty to yield, she would 


there the matter would end. In 


** regret, that the late endeavours to 
“* frame an arrangement which might 
“avert the necessity of a public 
‘“‘inquiry into the information laid 
‘‘before the two. Houses of Par- 
** liament, have not led to that ami- 
** cable adjustment of the existing dif- 
** ference in the Royal Family, which 
** was so anxiously desired by Parlia- 
‘“‘ment and the nation.—That this 
‘** House, fully sensible of the objec- 
** tions which the Queen might justly 
‘* feel to taking upen herself the relin- 
‘* quishment of any points in which she 
‘might have conceived her own dig- 
‘‘nity and honour to be involved, 
** vet feeling the inestimable import- 
‘‘ ance of an amicable and final ad- 
‘‘ justment of the present unhappy 
‘¢ differences, cannot forbear declaring 
“its opinion, that when such large 
‘‘ advances have been made towards 


Y | that object, her Majesty, by yield- 


‘* ing to the earnest solicitude of the 
ys se of Commons, and forbearing 
“to ‘press further the adoption of 
‘* those propositions on-whieh any mé- 
“‘ terial difference of opinion yet re 
“mains, would by no means be wn- 
‘“‘ derstood to indicate any wish to 
“shrink from inquiry, but would 
‘only be deemed to afford @ re 
‘ newed proof of the desire which her 
‘* Majesty has been graciously pleased 
‘* to express to submit her own wishes 
‘“to the authority of seg 
‘“‘thereby entitling herself to sd 
“‘ grateful acknowledgements of | 

‘* House.of Commons, and perme 
“this House the painful necessity “ 
‘‘ those public discussions which, ™ - 
‘‘ ever might be their ultimate > oe 
‘‘ could not but be dist to 
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‘ Crown, ‘and injurious to the best 
“interests of the empire.” —Orderet, 
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that these resolutions be laid before 
her Majesty.—Ordered, That Mr, Wil- 
berforce, Mr. Stuart Wortley, Sir T. 
Ackiand, and Mr.- Bankes, do attend 
her Majesty with the said resolutions. 


These resolutions are, per- 
haps, taken altogether, as sur- 
prising a document as ever was 
penned by mortal man. The 
second resolution tells her Ma- 
jesty that, though there may be 
objections to the Queen’s taking 
upon.. herself to relinquish the 
assertion of rights which she 
thought necessary to her dignity 
and honour, she may safely yield 
those rights when the yielding 
is now recommended by the 
House of Commons! So that 
the House here becomes a Court 
of Honour ; and of female ho- 
nour, too! That which mght 
have leftsuspicions, if done with- 
out the advice of the House, 
could have no suspicions at all 
attending it,ifdonein pursuance 
of that advice! We know, Sir, 
how famed the Honourable 
House is for wisdom, for in- 
tegrity, for impartiality, for hu- 
manity, and, above all, for pu- 
rity. We are pretty sensible, 
too, of its power ; but, with all 
due deference to this far-famed 
body of men, I have yet to learn 
that it has ever before interfered 
in matters of casuistry. 1t seems 
to me, that this was a. matter 
peculiarly affecting the personal 
feelings of her Majesty; and 
that it must. be decided on ac- 
cording. to her own notions of 
female delicacy and honour. It 
seems to me that, to have been 
capable of guiding her Ma- 
jesty rightly as to a matter of 
this sort, something like a 
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tions and indulgencies ought 
to have been possessed by the 
House. If 1 were accused of 
any crime, no matter what, 
should I feel at ease, think you, 
if the House of Commons were 
to declare 2t’s opinion, that my 
getting rid of the charge by 
yielding some known right of 
mine ; should I feel at ease, think 
you; should I, when I had 
yielded this right, feel perfectly 
at ease as to my character / 
Should I be satistied, that the 
opinion of the House of Com- 
mons had white-washed me in 
the eyes of the world? There is 
no accounting for tastes: there 
may be many persons who 
would like to have that opinion 
to keep them in counteriance in 
such a case; but for my part, 
so help me God, I would much 
rather that my acts should be 
performed without the sanction 
of that opinion ! 

If one might venture to put 
a. question upon a resolution 
passed by the House of Com- 
mons, one might ask what those 
“ large advances’”’ were, which 
the resolution says had been 
made during the negociation ? 
Look into the papers, and you 
will find that the ministers made 
no advances at all, except in the 
single instance of offering a 
rege a man of war, to carry 
er Majesty out of the country. 
These were all the advances 
that were made; and I have no 
doubt, that, if her Majesty would, 
have consented to depart, there 
would have been advances 
enough of every description. 
In the’ making of bargains’ it 
is sometimes said, “ price shall 
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her Majesty said upon the pre- 
sent occasion; but her adversa- 
ries were ready to. say, price 
shall not keep us together, For- 
tunately for the honour of the 
country, and, indeed, for the 
honour of the Royal Family; 
fortunately. for the House of 
Brunswick, her Majesty had no 
iaclination to compound. She 
steed upon her innocence and 
her honour, and could clearly 
perceive, that, to yield her rights 
was to abandon her character. . 
We now come to consider the 
answer which her Majesty gave 
to the resolutions of which you 
and your brother deputies were 
the. bearers ; and which answer 
was in the following words ;— 


** Tam bound to recetve with grati- 
* tude any attempt on the part of the 
** House of Commons to interpose its 
“‘ high mediation for the purpose of 
** healing those unhappy differences in 
** the Royal Family, which no person 
** has so much reason to deplore. as. 
*¢ myself. And with perfect. truth I 
** can declare, that an entire reconcile- 
“ ment of those differences, effected by 
** the authority of Parliament, on-prin- 
**.ciples. consistent with the honour 
ane dignity of all the parties, is still 
** the object dearest to my heart.—I 
** cannot refrain from expressing my 
** deep sense of the affectionate. lan- 
+, uage of these resolutions; it shows 
**the House of Commons to be the 
** faithful representative of that gene- 
**rous people, to whom Tf owe a debt 
*t.of gratitude that can never be re- 
** paid.—] am sensible, too, that.I ex- 
**-pose myself to the risk of displeas- 
** sing those who may soon be the 
*t. judges of my conduct ; but'I trust to 
*ttheir candour, and their sense of) 
*t honour, confident.that they will enter 
** into the feelings which alone influ- 
‘ence my determination,—It would 
*t.ill:become me to question the power 
** Of Rarliament, or the mode in which 
““n, . ab any time be. exercised: 
** but, however strongly I may fell the 
** necessity of submitting to its autho- 
‘\rityy the “question wheth er. f willl 
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make myself @ party to any meq. 
‘* sure proposed must be deeided by my 
‘own feelings and conscience, and 
** by them alone, As a subject of the 
** state, I shall bow with deference—if 
‘* possible, without a murmur, to every 
** act of the sovereign authority: but, 
‘as an accused and injured Queen, | 
*“ owe it to the King, myself, and all 
**my fellow-subjects, not to consent 
** to the sacrifice of any essential pri- 
‘“* pidege, or withdraw my appeal to 
“those principles of public justice, 
** which are alike the safeguard of the 
“highest and the humblest indivi- 
** dual.” 


In this answer the advice of 
the House of Commons is re- 
jected, but in as gentle terms as 
it was possible for a rejection to 
be conveyed. The public (who 
must not be left out of sight in 
this case) had rejected the ad- 


ivice, on behalf of her Majesty, 


long before the resolutions 
reached her. This subject is of 
such great importance ; of such 
deep and general interest, and 
will become so conspicuous in 
the history of these eventful 
times, that every circumstance 
connected with it is worthy of 
notice; and, therefore, 1 shall 
mention. here what has been 
stated in different public prints, 
‘respecting. the transactions i 
Portman Street; on Saturday 
the 24th of June, when you and 
your brother deputies went to 
present the resolutions to her 
Majesty. it is stated that you 
and: Mr. Stewart Wortley went 
in one. carriage ; that Sir Tho- 
mas Ackland followed 1m: ano- 
ther; and that Mr. Bankes 0 4 
third brought up the rear: ‘that 
you were most graciously Te- 
ceived: by her Majesty; and were 
permitted to kneel and kiss ‘her 
hand, upon which} congratulate 





you with all my heart, and Lhere 
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perceive the only enjoyment of 
yours that levercould be induced 
to envy. ‘This happiness was, 
however, it appears, not without 
alloy ; for the public prints say, 
that, all the while you were in 
the house, the people iu the 
street kept crying, “ turn them 
“ out ;” and making use of other 
expressions very little flattering 
to the deputation. It is further 
said by these prints that, when 
the first carriage drew up in 
order to prepare for your return, 
a most dreadful rush, accom- 
panied with expressions which 
I do not choose to put upon 
paper, was made by the people 
towards the door of the first 
carriage, into which you all four 


jumped with great agility! It 


is Stated that her Majesty’s law 
Officers conducted you and saw 
you safely into the carriage ; 
and that Mr. Brougham, after 
having left you, returned to the 
door of the carriage and shook 
hands with some of you, for the 
purpose, as the Morning Chro- 
nicle says, “ of convincing the 
‘“‘ people that you ought to 
‘be treated with respect!” 
Good God! Pray, Sir, excuse 
this exclamation! Is it really 
come to this? Was it necessary 
for the Queen’s law officers to 
give, in this way, a sort of cer- 
tificate, or passport to a deputa- 
tion from the Great House of 
Commons; the Omnipotent 
House of Commons ; telling the 
people: that that deputation, 
chosen from the bosom of the 
House, ought to be treated with 
respect. There is, you know 
Sir, a law to banish us; not 
only to fine and imprison us; 
but to banish us, if we write or 
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publish any thing tending to 
bring the House into contempt. 
Alas! Sir; and, alas! again I 
say. ‘This memorable visit to 
her Majesty the Queen seems 
to have done a great deal more 
than fifty writers would have 
been able to do in the whole 
course of their lives. 

It seems, however, from what 
we read in the papers, that Mr. 
Brougham’s friendly efforts were 
wholly unavailing ; for that your 
ears were assailed, till beyond 
hearing the voices of the peo- 
ple, with sounds little gratifying 
to you; and that, swift as was 
the motion of your carriage, 
your Court dresses received 
from the mouths of the unman- 
nerly and “ rabid animals” a 
considerable portion of that 
matter which Mr. Brougham, in 
his speech of the 7th of June, 
was pleased to represent as more 
dangerous than the bite! 

It is truly painful to contem- 
plate this scene! To behold four 
of the elect treated in this man- 
nes; and the only consolation 
is, that, in all human probability, 
you will never again be exposed 
to the risk of so rude and so un- 
savory a reception. This recep- 
tion, whatever else might be- 
long to it, was well calculated 
to give your minds a new turn. 
It was well calculated to con- 
vince you, that the people were 
not precisely of the same way of 
thinking) as the House of Com- 
mons upon this subject; and 
that, in spite of the sia acts, 
there are still left means of ex- 
pressing the opinions of the peo- 
ple in a very significant manner, 

As to the answer which her 
Majesty gave to the Resolution 
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of the House ; all that the peo- 
ple could have wished it to con- 
tain more than it did contain, 
was, a distinct expression of her 
Majesty’s resolution not to quit 
this kingdom. There can be 
no doubt that the object of 
the Resolution was to induce 
her Majesty to conSent to leave 
the country; and this is, in my 
opinion, the only thing which 
could be ruinous to that illus- 
trious and persecuted personage. 
Those who prevailed upon her 
to quit the country before, were 
the bitterest enemies she ever 
had. It must have been clear 
to those persons that her steps 
would be dogged; that spies 
would be continually placed 
around her; that thesame means 
would be made use of upon the 
Continent that had been made 
use of against her in England; 
only a thousand times greater in 
degree and with tools infinitely 
better suited to the purpose. I 
have proved, in my last num- 
ber; 1 have proved as clear as 
day-light, that, if her Majesty 
were to turn her back upon 
England now, she would turn 
her back, not only upon charar- 
ter and upon peace of mind, but 
that she would turn her back 
even upon the means of pur- 
chasing food and raiment. . I 
have shown what an outrageous 
act it would be to send a sum of 
money, raised upon the fruits of 
English labour, to be spent out 
of the country, and that, too, by 
a person who was thought un- 
worthy to be suffered to live-in 
the country. 

T am of opinion that the pub- 
lic think with me upon this sub- 
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presented to her Majesty had 
manifestly in view the object of 
inducing her to take this fatal 
step. If her Majesty had listen- 
ed to the advice contained ip 
that resolution; if she had im- 
plicitly submitted to the wish 
of the House upon this occasion, 
there is no doubt in my mind, 
that other resolutions would have 
followed ; and that, little by little, 
she would have been resolved 
out of all her rights and pri- 
vileges, and finally, out of Eng- 
land itself. Her Majesty put a 
stop, at once, to this mode of 
proceeding ; and, in so doing, 
she has given infinite satisfac- 
tion to the country. Let us 
now turn to the Parliament and 
observe what has taken place, 
in consequence of this untract- 
ableness on the part of her Ma- 
jesty. 

The Ministers had laid the 
Green Bags upon the tables. 
They had suspended their ope- 
rations with regard to these 
bags, in consequence of wishes 
indicated by the House of Com- 
mons, that negociations should 
be entered into with her Ma- 
jesty. These negociations fail. 
The Ministers then come, and, 
with a Majority at their back, 
tender an opinion to her Majesty 
in the name of the House of 
Commons, that she may, with- 
out injury to her character, ac- 
cept of the terms which had 
been offered her; that is to say, 
to go abroad and live abroad, 
and have a wenng 7 sent 
from this country. ‘AQuee! 
objects to the ing of this 
opinion; and then, the mupis- 
ters proceed with the bags; ©, 





ject; and yet, the resolutions 


at least, with one of them. q 





1120 


had 
ct of 
fatal 
Sten- 


d in 


wish 
sion, 
nind, 
have 
ittle, 
ved 
pri- 
eng- 
ut a 
le of 
ing, 
sfac- 
t us 
and 
lace, 
ract- 
Ma- 


the 
bles. 
ope- 
hese 
shes 
om- 
ould 
Ma- 
fail. 
and, 
ack, 
esty 
» of 
ith- 
ac: 
had 
pay, 
3 


ent 


or, 


1121 JULY l, 


the Queen had consented to go 
abroad, the bags were not to be 
opened; but since she would 
not consent to that, they were 
to be opened! This speaks vo- 
lumes to the nation. It, at 
once clearly shows what was the 
great object of the threat at St. 
Omers and of the bags in Lon- 
don. It is impossible to remove 
from the public mind the im- 
pression which this is calculated 
to imprint on it, and which it 
has imprinted -on it. We are 
told that the bags contain most 
horrible accusations; yet, all 
these were to be sunk for ever, 
and we, outof our labour, were 
to give a princely income to the 
person against whom these ac- 
ctisations were preferred, if that 
person would but consent to go 
and live out of the country! 
This, which is the greatest 
point of all, the opposers of the 
Ministers do not seem to have 
paid any attention to. This is 
the great matter in which the 
people feel concern. This isa 
matter of extreme importance ; 
and yet no one, with the sole 
exception of Sir Francis Burdett, 
has taken any notice of it. A 
great deal has been said about 
the danger to the morals of the 
nation. A great deal about the 
delicate feelings of wives and 
daughters ; and these are well 
worthy of attention ; but, is not 
a great sum of money to be 
spent annually, raised from the 
labour of an almost starving 
people ; is‘ not this a matter 
worth of attention? Yet, as 
far as I can perceive, those who 
are aiming at place, ‘as well as 
those ‘who are in place, think 
very little about tie matter, 





1820. 1122 


provided the residence abroad 
could be accomplished. 
The resolution conveyed to 


her Majesty, contained this de- | 


claration of the House of Com- 
mons; namely, that an inves- 
tigation of the contents of the 
bags, let what would be the re- 
sult of that investigation, must 
be derogatory from the dignity 
of the Crown, and wyurrous to 
the best interesis of the nation. 
In this resolution the Ministers 
concurred ; for this resolution, 
the Ministers voted ; and, in this 
resolution they said, we have 
laid some bags upon the tables ; 
we have moved for an investi- 
gation of the contents of those 
bags; we know that that in- 
vestigation must, of necessity, 
be derogatory from the dignity 
of the Crown and injurious to 
the best interests of the nation ; 
and, therefore, we know that 
we have done that which is eal- 
culated to injure our master and 
the nation. And yet, after all 
this; these same ministers have 
a majority to support them in the 
House of Commons; amongst 
those very same men, to whom 
they have made this explicit de- 
claration, and in which declara- 
tion these same men have con- 
curred ! 

But, as if all this were not 
enough, they have still a Ma- 
jority, amongst these same men, 
when they afterwards declare, 
that they will go on with the 
investigation. After having 
passed the resolution, upon 
which I have been obse 
they come and declare that they 

will proceed with the inquiry ; 
ie, ee their making that 
declaration, the very same men, 
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who had joined them in so- 
lemnly declaring, that the in- 
quiry, let what would be the 
result of it, must be injurious 
to the. best interests of the na- 
tion ; these very same men, 
tpon, the ministers declaring 
that they will go into the in- 
vestigation, still stick to them, 
and still give them their thump- 
ing majority ! 

Yell then, sir, surely her Ma- 
jesty may be excused for taking 
the liberty to believe that the 
House of Commons does not 
possess the quality of absolute 
anfallibility ; and that her Ma- 
jesty may hope to be pardoned 
by the rest of mankind for not 
having totally stirrendered up 
her understanding and her sense 
of female honour upon the mere 
expression of the opinion of 
that House. 

The debate of Monday the 
26th of June, upon her Majes- 
ty’s answer given to you and to 
the other three worthy deputies 
of the House, will be remem- 
bered as long as that House 
shall have an existence. I have 
inserted, in the way of appendix 
to this letter, the speeches of 
Lord Castlereagh and of Mr. 
Brougham, delivered that day, 
and of Sir Francis Burdett deli- 
vered on the 22d. It is impos- 
sible to say precisely what Lord 
Castlereagh meant further than 
that he meant that there should 
be a proceeding in the investiga- 
tion. Sir Francis Burdett took 
the straight view of the matter. 
This speech has produced great 
impression; and that impression 
will remain during the whole of 
these discussions. In the mean 
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seems, been commenced in the 
House of Lords. The Green 
Bag has there been opened: 
and, in due time, we may ex- 
pect to see the report. Her 
Majesty has, at every stage, pro- 
tested against this secret mode 
of proceeding. Upon every oc- 
casion her protests have been 
treated with silent contempt; 
and there are not a few persons 
who think that her Majesty 
ought to have given no answer 
at all to the resolutions sent to 
her from the House of Com- 
mons; and that, if she had 
deigned to give an answer, it 
ought to have been simply to 
observe, with surprize, that, 
though her Majesty might by 
any persons. of common feeling, 
be thought an object of condo- 
lence in consequence of the 
great losses she had sustained ; 
though she had recently become 
Queen; though she had re- 
cently returned to the kingdom; 
though she had still more re- 
cently sent a message to the 
House, complaining of injuries 
and insults; yet, she had never 
heard a word from the House, 
upon any subject whatever, till 
it thought proper, very kindly 
to come and voluntarily oiler 
her its opinion that she might 
safely surrender her rights: 
This is the sort of answer, 
which I would have advised her 
Majesty to give ; and I am very 
certain, that, as it would have 
been impossible for any just 
man to find fault with it; soit 
would have given infinite satls- 
faction to the public. 

The proceedings upon the 
Green Bag may now take their 
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course. My sincere opinion |S, 
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that her Majesty ought to feel 
no interest with regard to them. 
The contents of the bag have 
been characterised by Mr. 
Brougham; but the public did 
not stand in need even of that. 
The charges being in a Bag: 
that was enough for the public. 
‘Their being submitted to a com- 
mittee selected by the minis- 
ters; and that committee being 
a seeret one; these circum- 
stances were not necessary to 
enable the public to make up 
their minds as to the contents 
of the Bag. The bare cireum- 
stance of the charges having 
been brought in a bag, together 
with her Majesty’s frank and 
heroic conduct, was quite enough 
to make the public come toa 
conclusion upon the matter. 

The public recollect the his- 
tory of the former investigation. 
There was then a secret com- 
mission ; and even that commis- 
sion could find nothing to crimi- 
nate her Majesty. Crafty advisers 
obtained her Majesty’s consent, 
to suppress the publication of 
the evidence laid before that 
commission. At last, however, 
itcame out, and all the world 
declared her accusers to be per- 
fidions and perjured; and the 
Attorney-General apologized for 
not prosecuting the perjared 
parties, saying, that there were 
difficulties in the way wpa # og 
by forms of law. He said, 
his place in the House of Com- 
mons, that there liad been per- 
jury: committed ; but that, tech- 
nical difficulties prevented him 
from reaching it! 

Tlie public remember these 
things, and remembering them, 
remembering too, how weak, 
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how destitute of power and of 
pecuniary resources the Queen’s 
enemies of that day were, com- 
pared with her enemies of this 
day ; leaving in mind, too, what 
a wretched, what a rascally, 
what a vagabond people it 1s, 
amongst whom the Witnesses, 
upon the present occasion, must 
have been found; recolleeting 
that the SAvoYARDS are noto- 
riously the lowest and _ basest 
part of the population of Eu- 
rope, recollecting that Savoyard 
and Chimney-sweep, are syno- 
nimous terms, in French, in 
Spanish, and in German; recol- 
lecting, further, that a Savoyard 
priest may always be at hand 
to quiet the soul of a Savoyard 
perjurer, a score of whom may, 
robably, at any time, be pur- 
chased with double the number 
of dollars: the public, bearing 
all these things in mind, are 
fully prepared for any thing and 
for every thing that can come 
forth from sources which have 
been so amply deseribed in the 
speeches in Parliament, and in 
the public papers of the day. 
Sir Francis Burdett said that, if 
the contents of the Bag covered 
her Majesty with stains; she 
would be in the eyes of the 
people, as white as snow. With 
the public, therefore, the cons 
tents of the bags are not at.all 
a subject of interest; and it 
n} would, in my opinion, be most 
becoming in the Queen to treat 
this sort of proceeding’ against 
her with silent disdain ; unless, 
indeed, her Majesty chose to 
go, in person, to the House of 
Lords and protest, onee’for all, 
against such proceedings. 
It is impossible for us to know 
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what course the proceedings 
may take; how long, or how 
short, may be their duration. 
But, in the meanwhile, it is 
evident that her Majesty ought 
to pursue the most vigorous 


measures for obtaining her legal 


told by the Ministers, that, in- 
deed, which she knew well be- 
fore, and that which it was 
really an insult to tell her, 
namely, that her rights and pri- 
vileges as Queen were given her 
by law, and, that she must keep 
them until they were abrogated 
by law; and that they would 
give her some money if she 
would refrain from exercising 
them and go abroad. Her Ma- 
jesty will not go abroad ; and I 
trust that she will not refrain 


privileges. 

It is perfectly monstrous to 
suppose that her Majesty’s 
rights and privileges, or any 
particle of them, ought to be 
withheld, even for a day, mere- 
ly because the ministers have 
chosen to fill a bag with what 
they call charges against her 
Majesty. If, upon a pretext 
like this, the Queen’s rights and 
privileges are to be suspended 
in their exercise, why may her 
Majesty not, at once, bid an 
everlasting farewell to those 
rights and privileges ? The trial 
of Mr. Hastings lasted more 
than seven years; and who will 
say that the Savoyard Budget 
might not, with very little diffi- 
culty, be kept replenished for 
seven times seven years? This 
may be Savoyard law, but it is 
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ner directly the opposite of this. 
It demands proof of guilt first, 
and then proceeds to inflict pu- 
nishment. It does not first in 

flict punishment, by withholding 
rights and privileges, and then 
proceed to demand proof of 
guilt. The existence of charges, 
therefore, is no ground what- 
ever for suspending, for one 
single moment, the enjoyment 
of even the smallest portion of 
her Majesty’s rights and privi- 
leges ; to enter upon-the full 
possession, and to the full exer- 
cise of which, ought, it seems 
to me, to be the first object of 
her Majesty’s efforts. 

As to the species of support 
that her Majesty has to rely 
upon, it is now very evident 
that the political opponents of 
the ministers do not mean to at- 
tempt any thing for her Majesty, 
except just as far as it may serve 
their own selfish and ambitious 
views. It is equally evident 
that her Majesty’s reliance must 
be on the good sense, the vir- 
tue, the justice and the loyalty 
of his Majesty’s subjects at 
large. Here her Majesty has 
support, which is able to carry 
her through every persecution ; 
and it would be monstrous to 
suppose that the wishes of a 
whole people should not, in the 
cause of an injured and ino- 
cent Queen, and in the cause of 
his Majesty himself, finally pre- 
vail. : 
The conduct of her Majesty 
has been such as greatly to en- | 
dear her to the people; who 
feel alarmed at every s!€P 
which would seem to say that 


not yet English .law. The law |she is disposed to yield any po! 





of England proceeds in a man- 


tion of her rights. This alarm . 
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in the minds of the people, 
arises, not from any doubts 
which they entertain, with re- 
gard either to her Majesty’s in- 
nocence or courage; but from 
their fears that selfish and crafty 
persons, by the like of whom 
her Majesty has been so often 
deceived, and has been made 
the stepping-stone to riches, 
power and honours, may yet 
contrive to obtain from her ge- 
nerosity, concessions which they 
have been unable to obtain from 
her fears. 

Such selfish and crafty per- 
sons may endeavour to persuade 
her Majesty, that she ought to 
keep herself in retirement ; that 
she ought to shun the people ; 
that it is beneath her even to 
shew herself to the people; 
that it is to lower her own dig- 
nity to appear to be grateful to 
the people. Her Majesty’s sad 
experience ; her long endurance 
of injury in silence; these will, 
it is hoped, be quite sufficient to 
prove to her Majesty the folly or 
the insincerity of advice of this 
description. There can be no 
loss of dignity in being beloved 
and admired by a just and sen- 
sible people ; nor in showing to 
such a people that her Majesty 
is fully sensible of all the marks 
she receives of that love and ad- 
miration. 

The persons who would, by 
their advice, keep her Majesty 
ata distance from the people, 
are, in my opinion, the only 
enemies that her Majesty has to 
dread. Such counsellors wish 
to see her Majesty have no sup- 
port from the people, in order 
that they themselves may be- 
come her pretended supporters, 





and may raise themselves, in 
the end, upon her Majesty’s 
ruin. 

The zeal, the ardour, the 
anxiety, which the people feel 
in her Majesty’s cause, are 
wholly without a parallel. Per- 
sons entirely dependent upon 
the government have, upon this 
occasion, lost sight of their own 
interests, and even of their own 
safety, for the sake of her Ma- 
jesty. Every brave man in the 
kingdom has a heart devoted to 
her cause. And, under such cir- 
cumstances, her Majesty can ne- 
ver be too forward to prove that 
she is not insensible to attach- 
ment so great and so rare. 

It is very clear that the ene- 
mies of her Majesty hope that 
they shall gain by delay; by first 
putting forth serious accusations ; 
by giving them something like 
legal form; and then leaving 
as much as possible to be done 
by whispers, by rumours, and 
by all that train of proceeding 
which we call underhand deal- 
ings. They think that, after 
long agitation, the public mind 
will! become weary; that the 
public spirit will evaporate, and 
that the people will be weaned 
from her Majesty’s cause by de- 
grees. All these things occur to 
her Majesty’s enemies, who are 
by no means destitute in point 
of cunning, and who will lay 
wait for her, and will take some 
sudden and decisive step against 
her, when her Majesty may be 
off her guars, and when. her 
friends have been lulled ‘to re- 
pose. 
Ther efore, it is my opinion that 
ber Majesty should lose very little 
time, before she take some open 
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and decisive step in the asse- 
tion of her rights and privileges ; 
and not wait patiently till the 
good pleasure of her enenties 
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if she had chosen, have gone to 
the Dawing Rooms in 1814: 
and to those Drawing Rooms 
she ought to have gone. She was 


shall permit her to do so. If] advised to desist from going, in 


her Majesty look back and cast 
her eye over the history of her 
tribulations she will find that, 
as those tribulations has sueceed- 
ed each other, each successive 
one has grown out of the pre- 
ceding one; and that, in every 
case, she has suffered, not for 
her pertinacity in adhering to 
her rights, but for her facility in 
hstening to selfish advisers who 
prevailed upon her to yield 
them ; and which advisers re- 
gularly profited from the very 
things which were injurious to 
her Majesty. She first yielded 
to the importunities of those who 
prevailed upon her to suppress 
the exposure of the infamous 
aets, committed against her in, 
and previous to, 1806. She was 
then told not to insist upon the 
exposure ; because it would be 
painful to the feelings of the 
Royal Family in general, and 
especially’ of the late King. 
She generously yielded ; but the 
reward of such unexampled ge- 
nerosity was: a series of under- 
hand endeavours to defame and 
to ruin her. In 1812, she gave 
up her right of holding Draw- 
ing Rooms, though the right so 
clearly belonged to her. This 
the public would never have 
endured if the exposure of her 
enemics had taken place im 
806. Having’ abstained from 
exercising this right m 82, 
the late Queen held Drawing 
Rooms in 5814, and from them 
her present Majesty was ex- 


order not to give paiti to the 
feelings of the late Queen. 
Whether the late Queen ever 
discovered a similar tenderness 
for the feelings of her present 
Majesty, I am unable to state ; 
but, it is clear that this was a 
most generous aet on the part of 
her present Majesty; and for 
this act her reward has been 
that which we have seen. 

Mr. Cannineé speaks of the 
unsuspecting nature of her Ma- 
jesty. Well-he may! For who 
would not have suspected the 
adviser, that eounselled her to 
keep from those Drawing Rooms; 
and that soon afterwards eoun- 
selled her to quit that country 
which was the only place in the 
whole world, where her cha- 
racter, or even her life, could be 
in safety? Surely, after all this 
experience, her Majesty, msprte 
of her unsuspecting nature, must 
regard those as her enemies, 
who would counsel her to gted 
to further concessions ; andespe- 
cially'after those brutal, those fe- 
rocious enemies, havé uniformly 
ascribed every concession of her 
Majesty to consciousness of guilt. 
‘To concede further, under sucl 
circumstances, would argue not 
only a want of asense of dig- 
nity; a want of any portion 0 
that resolution for which her 
Majesty has recently 80 at 
tinguished herself, but a to 
want of common understanding. 
| 'Fherefore, Sir, notwithstand- 
ing theopinion so‘ kindly com- 








‘municated to her Majesty by the 
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House of Commons; be you 
well assured that her Majesty 
will make no further conces- 
sions ; that her Majesty will do 
her best to enter upon the ex- 
ercise of her rights and privi- 
leges ; and that, in so doing, she 
will give pleasure to every man 
and woman who has a regard 
for honour and justice. 

It is your opinion, as express- 
ed in your speech of the 26th of 
June, that her Majesty may 
travel very comfortably without 
her name being put in the Li- 
turgy. Her Majesty, I dare say, 
thanks you as much as if she 
were going to travel; but, to 
our creat delight, we find that 
her Majesty does not mean to 
travel beyond the confines of 
this kingdom, where she is so 
ardently beloved; and where, 
as Mr. CANNING truly observed, 
she is calculated to be the life 
and the ornament of society. 
Her Majesty does not mean to 
rob us of this life and ornament. 
She means to live at home and 
participate with us in the lot 
tas Providence has in store for 

; and be you well assured, 
Sir  ohaltelomdahin all that has 
been said, and so ‘unjustly said 
in certain places about disaffec- 
tion and disloyalty, there can 
arise no circumstances; there 
can come no event; there. can 
happen nothing ; neither dis- 
tress, misery, or any. Other cause 
of disturbance or commotion 
can ever make one. single Eng- 


lishman, Scotchman or lrishman,. 
indisposed. to; venture his. own. 
Ife for, the protection of this: 


longrinjured andinsulted: Queen. 


Fhe: only; subject of great anxi- 
ety and fear with the people 
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has been that her Majesty would, 
from the unsuspiciousness of her 
character, be persuaded to with- 
draw herself from beyond the 
reach of that protection. It is 
the firm conviction of the whole 
body of the people, that, if she 
were out of this kmgdom, her 
very life would not be safe for a 
month. And why should they 
think otherwise ¢ A spy ; a base 
subborned wretch has hands as 
well as eyes and tongue. He 
can use a dagger, as well as a 
pen. The people of this coun- 
try have seen with what haste 
she fled from St. Omers, not to 
Calais, but through Calais, down 
the Pier, through the mud, and 
into an English Packet Boat. 
Nay, so much was she in dread 
of the effects of Bourbon Hos- 
pitality, that she had formed the 
resolution of crossing the chan- 
nel in an open boat, rather thar 
tun the risk of remaining ano- 
ther twelve. hours withm the 
reach of a Bourbon battery. 
The people have observed alb 
ths, and they have contracted. 
the firm conviction, that for her: 
Majesty to go out of England, 
would be to go directhy to the 
grave. 

I must confess that there is 
one thing, which has given 
great pain to the public; name- 
ly, the answer given in her 
Majesty’s name to’ the Nothing- 
ham address. ‘This answer t 
never can believe to have been 
dictated by her Majesty. Who- 
ever advised it, be he who he 
may, ws: one of the greatest ene~ 
mies. that she Nothing that 
can. be imagined could have-done. 
her eause more injury, if the 
people could possibly believe 
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that it came from herself. But 
my real opinion is, and I think 
I have good grounds for that 
opinion, that her Majesty never 
saw that answer ; and that she 
never entertained the thought 
which it expresses. ‘T'o be sure, 
it would be very imprudent in 
her Majesty to suffer any thing 
to come from her that should 
meddle at all with subjects of 
political dispute. ‘Those who 
address her must either be very 
foolish, or something worse, to 
drag political subjects into their 
addresses ; but if they should 
happen to do it, her Majesty 
should pass it over in silence ; 
and surely none but her bitter- 
est enemies will advise her to 
give her cordial and disinte- 
rested friends that species of 
rebuke which her advisers have 
never counselled her to bestow 
upon her enemies. I repeat, 
that whoever advised the an- 


swer to the Nottingham ad-| 


dress, was a crafty and subtle 
enemy of the Queen and of the 
people ; and I venture to pre- 
dict, with perfect confidence, 
that, if her Majesty continue to 
listen to such advisers, her 
cause is completely ruined, and 
that. she will speedily be left 
wholly destitute of support.— 
However, her Majesty will soon 
see the tendency of this perni- 
cious advice, and will discard it 
accordingly. 

In conclusion, I will not stop 
to ask you how you could recon- 
cile it to any principles of mo- 
rality, or even of humanity, to 
wish to see her Majesty. again 
driven from our shores; but, I 
cannot put an end to this-letter 
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duct of the dotard faction, which 
has now, for the fiftieth time 
perhaps, catched hold of asome. 
thing, which they seem to think 
willget them into those places, for 
which they have grown old and 
shrivelled, and gouty heeled in 
waiting ; but which they will 
never fill, no not even now, 
when the Ministers stand con- 
victed in their own words of 
having actually done that, which 
must necessarily injure the best 
interests of the country; not 
even now will that dotard faction 
be able to wriggle itself into 
place; for, hostile as the Minis- 
ters are to the Queen, the part 
which they have taken against 
her is less insincere, and, if pos- 
sible, less ‘ungenerous than 
the part taken by the hungry 
and dotard faction to which I 
have alluded. Her Majesty will 
be upon her guard, I trust, 
against the eves-droppings, the 
traps, the under-hand dealings 
of that faction; who, while they 
endeavour, while they anxiously 
labour to embarrass, to annoy 
and to supplant the Ministers, 
take special care not to let 
drop one word favourable to her 
Majesty’s cause; and also take 
special care to say as much as 
prudence will let them say, In 
order to create in a certain quar- 
ter, an opinion that they (clever 
gentlemen !) would have ma- 
naged the thing better! They 
could not have managed the 
thing better, unless they had 
let it altogether alone. And, if 
they: were now to take the mat- 
ter in hand, they would soon 
find, that the detestation they 
would bring upon them, woul 
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the emoluments and honours 
Her Ma- 
jesty, 1 repeat it, has had but 


that they might gain. 


one speech made for her, and 
that was the speech of Sir 
Francis Burdett, who attacked 
the Ministers for their conduct ; 
Who apologized for feelings 
which sycophants might have 
engendered in the bosom of the 
hing ; who defended the Queen 
upon broad, fair, and honest 
erounds, and who awarded to 
the Green Bags detestation in 
the mind of every man untainted 
by selfish or other unworthy mo- 
tives. _ 

There has been bronght for- 
ward by the faction to which | 
have alluded, the doctrine of 
non-recrimination! This is 
very curious. It is a large vo- 
luntary offering. According to 
this doctrine, her Majesty is to 
bring no proof to shew that her 
accusers are criminal lhem- 
selves! This is a thing well 
worthy of notice ; but I notice 
it at present only as an offering 
tendered by the faction, and, in 
order to illustrate what the fac- 


_ tion’s views are with regard to 


the cause of the Queen. Her 
Majesty should keep this offer- 


_ ing steadily in her eye; and if 
_ She do that, she will be in no 


danger of being misled by the 





foolish or 
knavish, belonging to that fac- 
tion. If her Majesty will ob- 
serve a little narrowly, the 
columns of the Morning Chro- 


agents, Whether 


nicle, she will easily perceive 
what that superannuated faction 
would be at. She will perceive 
that that paper, while it makes 
use of her Majesty’s cause 
wherewith to endeavour to an- 
noy and discredit the Ministers, 
does, at the same time, very 
broadly hint that the Ministers 
are unworthy of their places, 
only because they have -not 
taken care to do the jobin such 
a way as to hood-wink the peo- 
ple. This newspaper, which is 
a most faithful representative of 
the faction which it serves; a 
literary dotard, selfish, conceited, 
empty and superlatively dull ; 
hypocritical, canting, cowardly, 
cruel, and endeavouring, at all 
times, to skulk out of respensi- 
bility for oppressions, which, 
in fact, it encourages, and does 
all that it can to perj.ctuate: 
this newspaper will, if her Ma- 
esty attend to it, make her, 
shun, as she would shun the 


pestilence, the advice of that 
battered faction of which I have 
been speaking, and in which no 


description of his Majesty’s sub- 
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jects has the smallest degree of 
confidence. | 

There were persons, and per- 
sons to whom I myself was 
willing to listen, who thought 
that there were men belonging 
to this faction; some few men, 
at any rate ; who would take a 
gallant part in this interesting 
question, a question which calls 
forth good feelings from every 
man whose nature admits of 
such feelings. I have waited 
with great patience, to see if 
such gallant man would make 
his appearance. 4dhave waited 
in vain, however; and I am 
quite satisfied that the faction 
are not in the smallest degree 
less enemies of her Majesty than 
are her accusers themselves. 

I now conclude, Sir, with eb- 
serving, that the part you have 
taken, with regard to her Ma- 
jesty, will have done what, 1 
deem an infinite service to the 
country. That which I have 
never been able completely to 
accomplish with regard to 
now accom- 
plished yourself. _ The people 
whom you. saw at . Portman- 
street, gave you,a fair spe- 
cimen of the feelings of this 
whole*‘nation. It was not a 
meetimy of Radicals ; it was not 


you, you have 
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a Church and hing mob; it 
was not a crowd of peojpie 
called together by hunger, and 
declaring war upon bakers and 
butchers ; 
those meetings called together 
by publicspirited men who have 
* Denua- 
it was not a crowd 
collected by “ evil-mindcd and 
designing 


denominated 


, 2? 
gogues ; 


been 


endividuals,” so 
often designated and calumniat- 
ed of late years: it was a pro- 
miscuous assemblage of the pco- 
ple of the metropolis, called to- 
gether and tutored solely by 
their own feelings, who had 
come to witness a Depuiation 
from the House of Commois 
waiting upon the Queen with 
advice. It is calumny; it is 
audacious impudence ; it is the 
foulest and most poisonous slan- 
der to insinuate that this was 
not a loyal assemblage ; aud 
from this loyal assemblage you 
heard what the people of Eng- 
land thought of the Deputation 
and of its object. All that I 
have to wish, is, that you may 
have clearly understood what 
you then heard, and that you 
may have reason to remember 
that day to the last moment of 
your life. - my | 

Wm. COBBETT. 
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DEBATE 
In the House of Commons upon 
the Queen’s rejection of their 
advice. 
June 26, 1820, 
THE QUEEN. 

Lord CasTLEREAGH rose. In 
calling the attention of the 
House to the condition in which 
it stood, after the proceedings 
which were had at the close of 
the last week, and particularly 
after what had occurred at the 
last meeting of the House, and 
considering that the order of 
the day relative to his Majesty’s 
message stood for discussion this 
nicht, “he must fairly own to the 
House what was his opinion 
upon the situation in which it 
now stood. After ali the efforts 
which had been made, and to 
which, he trusted, the House 
would consider that his Majes- 
ty’s government had lent itself 
with the utmost readiness and 
anxiety, he thought that the 
House would now feel that 
every hope which could have 
entered into his mind at any 
time, and in whatever degree he 
might have ventured to enter- 
tain that hope (although he had |i 
always expressed himself with 
the utmost caution as to the 
final result), he thought that 
the House must now consider 
that every effort which had been 
made on the part of his Majes- 
ty’s government,and, what was 
more, upon the part of parlia- 
ment itself, had been at length 
exhausted, and that they could 
look to the termination of this 
painful subject in ne other light 
than as a judicial proceeding. 
He thought they would feel that 


judicial 
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to put both parties, with as 
little delay as possible, in that 
situation which they must 
occupy, pending the course ofa 
inquiry. Any thing 
which he should now say would 
be offered upon this principle, 
and he should feel it his duty to 
mention every thing which he 
conceived it necessary to sug- 
vest, in order to enable the 
House to come to its decision. 
He wished therefore very short- 
ly to call their attention to what 
had been the mode of proceed- 
ing up to the present time ; and 
to state what was now the pre- 
cise and actual condition in 
which the proceeding before the 
House stood. When he should 
have briefly submitted these 
two points to the House, it 
would better understand the 
course to be pursued. From the 
moment that his Majesty’s go- 
vernment felt that it would be 
their duty, in the event of her 
Majesty’s returning to _ this 
country, to communicate that 
information to the House which 
now laid upon its table, .they 
framed the line of their proceed- 
ing upon what they considered 
the most parliamentary course, 
and the one most consonant to 
the principles of justice. If his 
Majesty’s government. indeed 
had asked the House to adopt 
the measures which had been 
recently proposed by the hon- 
ourable gentleman on the other 
side (Mr. Wilberforce), it was 
fron: no disposition on their 
part to shrink from any other 
form of proceeding, or to evade 


the examination ofthese charges, . 


if the House should decide that 
examination was the course to 
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be ultimately . pursued. The 
mode of proceeding adopted by 
his Majesty’s government did in 
fact proceed upon what he con- 
ceived to be the soundest prin- 
ciples of parliamentary practice. 
They acted under this feeling--- 
that although they would be 
far from disposed to shrink from 
such an examination of the 
charges they had presented to 
the House, or from any measure 
which should bring those 
charges, at present upon the 
table, in a distinct and intelli- 
gible shape before them, sup- 
ported by such evidence as they 
were in possession of; yet go- 
vernment did conceive, that 
parliament would not think it- 
self warranted (as it had never 
been its habit to do so) to re- 
ceive charges of this nature, 
and more especially when they 
concerned a party of such illus- 
trious rank as the Queen of 
these realms, unless parliament 
was in. possession of some eyi- 
dence which should satisfy it 
that there was sufficient to 
found a prima facie case for in- 
quiry or examination. It did 
appear to his Majesty’s govern- 
ment that it was an act of too 
serious and responsible a nature 
to receive from any individual 
charges of this character, in order 
to bring therm under the notice 
of parliament, unless they first 
of ail enabled parliament to as- 
certain whether there were 
prima facte grounds for enter- 
taining such charges. And, with 
the same caution which parlia- 
ment had always exercised, that 
House had always required of. 
government, by some means, 
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means than a committee,) to 
put it in possession, as far as 
possible, of all the facts out of 
which the charges grew; and 
the practice was, that no such 
measure as a measure of inquiry, 
or any other to which he had 
alluded, should be gone into, 
until such information had been 
given to the House. The ob- 
ject in proposing the appoint- 
ment of a secret committee was 
to bring the whole case in de- 
tail before the House; it was 
not to be considered as a judicial 
proceeding complete -in itself; 
but merely as that species of ex- 
parte inquiry which parliament 
might reqaire before it received 
a grave charge against a per- 
so..age so illustrious. He had 
no hesitation in avowing that 
a motive, and a powerful motive 
with the ministers in suggest- 
ing a secret committee, was with 
a view to the possibility ofavert- 
ing a more extended and public 
investigation. ‘They conceived 
that, as long as the subject was 
in a course of examination be- 
fore both Houses of Parliament, 
satisfactory arrangement would 
be more within reach than if the 
first step on the part of the 
Crown had been more decisive 
and direct. But during the late 
discussions the case had under- 
gone an important alteration. 
The first adjournment had been 
proposed and agreed to, that an 
effort might be made to prevent 
the necessity of any proceeding 
at all, by some compromise ofa 
nature satisfactory to the feelings 
and wishes of aliparties. It was 
perfectly true, that in the earlier 


‘stages her Majesty had been ad- 





and, if necessary, by other 
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had been called a secret inquiry 5 | 
and in her first communication 
to the House, in the form of a 
message, she called upon it to 
tuke measures that her conduct | 
might be examined directly and | 
openly, and that she should be | 
informed of the nature of the 
charges against her, as well as 
of the evidence by which they’ 
were supported. Very recently, 
also, in answer to the applica- 
tion of the House, to which he 
should afterwards again advert, 
her Majesty had renewed her 
appeal to the justice of Parlia-! 
ment, and more peremptorily, | 
or at least in more solemn terms, 
had called herself “ an accused 
and injured Queen.” It would | 
not be forgotten, that on the 
first night of the discussion the 
subject was adjourned, in the 
hope of an amicable termination 
of existing differences ; and al- 
though it failed in the first in- 
stance, the object of the in- 
termediate postponements had 
been, if possible, to render need- 
less any inquiry, whether secret 
or open. ~ The opinion of the 
House had been carried up to 
her Majesty, and no doubt many 
hon. gentlemen had persuaded 
themselves of a more favourable 
conclusion : without attempting 
to cast blame upon any quarter, 
he might say, that something 
was fairly anticipated from the | 
disposition professed by the 
Queen to yield to the judgment 
of Parliament. It had been 
thought, that from the moment 
her legal character and dignity 
as Queen were satisfactorily re- 
cognized—from the moment het 
rank apd bonour had ceased to 
be implicated—that a!l other 
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matters weukd be secondary and 
subordinate, and that she would 
be willing to submit to the ar- 
bitration of one or more re- 
spectable individuals, regardins 
the questions of reception, pa- 
tronage, audincome. In favour 


‘of this supposition the House 


had given its solemn judgment ; 

and if it were not contirmed by 
an unanimous vote, its. opinion 
was expressed certainly in as 
authoritative a manner (authori- 
tative he meant, as marking the 
strong sense of the great ma- 
jority of the House upon the 
subject) as it had perhaps ever 
been evidenced towards any 
branch of the illustrious family 
to which the Queen belonged. 
It was not, he believed, saying 
too much to state, that the re- 
cords of the country might be 
searched in vain for any ap- 
proach by the House to a mem- 
ber of that illustrious family, or 
to any individual connected with 
the throne, more calculated to 
conciliate the feelings. ‘he 
House, by its resolutions of 
Thursday last, had taken upon 
itself the task of deciding on 
public grounds, and had pro- 
fessed its readiness, on behalf 
of the character and reputation 
of her Majesty, to be responsible 
to posterity. He did not mean 
to allude to her Majesty’s refusal 
in a tone of reproach; but the 
House would feel, that if dn pub- 
lic considerations it had thought 
fit to cluim from the Crown any 
concession of the views it had 
been advised by its responsible 
servents to entertain, with a 


regard to national interests, gs. 


importaot as those- veferred to 
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by his hon. friend (Mr. Wiilber- ’ 














id 

s 
le 
t 

ss 


IFT Rr CSR 


































- te an” 


a2 Soa secs act F x 
v de , 


in: 
ss 
Sie 
a notin 2d ee cmarh . eieeeanal , 4c ~ 
_ P| J > <F : z 


rg li Sin hr 


at aha 


i Pee ee Me per ore tad Mot De api eS 
2g 


“ 


een Ss: ge , ee : +. = | Sm ping é ~~ , 
= - oo eRe ale P3 ~ oe lp lat sete joa etd < . TO oS Re : 
> — v < Beat i ae = Pier Mth: Sr apie . eye St a eee awe sie pubes . 
2 et SERA Togts lle ak cr: <9 sige = - *: * A ae “ae 
ae oeern Ds a Se © . re 2 : 4 . a Ge" “ i és + : vd : 
° ; . Sig . : a -% ts TESTE B- cod Va SS < 23 et ae er = ba nabs 
2 . aft a7 Be af see % ps 8 neh See, OF met ; Sy a Cee a ene: es 3 2 : ates =e oe fa 
mo te ene ys = aA F $3 i , aa Sige Eh a “ . B . . 
Se! weit th 7 te eke. es 


pacers 
— ei. ee 
re 


- ke: == 
SS ee 


ro 
22 a 
Sant neat 


a ag — 


. 
4 


eee l- 
eek - ~ aoe 


ee 





Srom. the Opposition Benches.) 


1147 





force) on the previous night, 
the Crown could scarcely have 
hesitated as;to the course it 
must pursue. If the King ,had 
been recommended to disregard 
the opinion of the House, so de- 
cisively expressed, would it not 
have demanded who was the 
minister that had suggested a 
course so opposite to the wishes 
of Parliament, and so injurious 
to the dignity of the Crown, and 
to the best interests of the eoun- 


try? (Cheers.) It was, how- 


ever, one among) the many oc- 
easions on which the excellency 
and beauty of our constitution 
might be held up to admiration, 
that while the Crown could not 
act in a manner so directly in 
the face of the House of Com- 
mons, her Majesty, under the 
responsible character belonging 
to her advisers, was competent 
to reject the appeal of Parlia- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) That the 
Queen had been unfortunately 
ill-advised (hear )——that she 
might repent, for the sake of 
the country as well as for her- 
self, the advice she had followed 
---was a question he should be 
sorry to be understood to pro- 
nounce upon. ( Hear, hear, 


Certain it was, that the most 
serious and solemn appeal ever 
made to amember of the Bruns- 
wick family had in this instance 
proved unavailing; and the 
House must feel that it had 
exhausted every thing in the 
way of the exertion of its in- 
fluence and authority ; and that 
the: only course, consistent with 
its, dignity and the principles 
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a train of judicial investigation 
those charges, an inquiry into 
which it had niade one of the 
greatest efforts in the history of 
parliament to avert. He felt 
that her Majesty, by her answer, 
had renewed her claim upon the 
House for a complete investiga- 
tion of the case: the question 
was therefore materially altered ; 
and it became the ministers of 
the Crown, if Parliament would 
receive from them a direct pro- 
position for exhibiting these 
charges in a shape in which her 
Majesty could no longer doubt 
as to their nature, or the evi- 
dence sustaining them, as far as 
possible to.comply with her Ma- 
jesty’s appeal to British justice. 
It became the imperative duty 
of ministers, or at least of those 
to whom the appeal of the 
Queen had been addressed, to 
make themselves the instru- 
ments of that direct proceeding 
which her Majesty had claimed, 
as most likely, under the view 
she took of the subject, to ac- 
complish the ends of. justice. 
Having thus stated the grounds 
of the original proceeding, and 
the actual situation in which the 
House was placed, he should en- 
deavour to explain what course, 
in the view of ministers, would 
best meet her Majesty’s wishes. 
The House would, no doubt, 
have remarked one expression 
in her Majesty’s answer, which 
supposed the possibility that the 
decision to which she had come 
might produce a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction, if not of resentment. 
But he was sure, that so far 
from there being any disposition 


on which it had acted, wasmow}in the House, of Commons, 0? 





to consider how it could put in 


that account, :to’ pursue a course - 
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unacceptable to her, or not cal- 
culated to give the Queen the 
fullest benefit of the principles 
of eternal justice, it would, on 
that very account, be most 
anxious, by its actions, to guard 
against the remotest suspicions 
of the kind. He was prepared 
on the present occasion to give 
notice of a motion, w hich he | 
should found upon her Majesty’s 
answer to the resolutions of 
Thursday last, although he was 
sure that the House could not 
expect him to enter into a de- 
scription of its precise nature 
and object: it. would have this 
distinct character—that it would 
be calculated to put her Majesty, 
the House, and the country, in 
possession of the charges in- 
volved in the information upon 
the table. If it should please 
the House to entertain such a 
proceeding, without going 
through the preliminary form 
of ascertaining whether a prima 


facte case existed, his motion 


would have this characteristic 
of the proceeding which her 
Majesty called for, viz. that it 
would be a proceeding com- 
pletely open in its character, 
and it would be, necessarily, the 
duty of those submitting such 
a case to follow it up by pro- 
ducing the evidence to support 
it. The only circumstance 
which would govern his propo- 
sition, with respect to the day 
on which it was to be brought 
forward, was one which, from 
the very outset, had influenced 
the conduct of ministers, and 
would have influenced it if the 
measures had taken their ori- 
ginal shape. He must so far 
advert . to 


what had already 
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passed, as to mention that go- 
vernment had felt, in the first 
instance, that'a reference of the 
subject to the consideration of 
the two Chambers of Parlia- 
ment, who might possibly come 
to contradictory decisions, might 
introduce a considerable awk- 
wardness ; or, if the two com- 
mittees agreed in the proposi- 
tion that a prima facie case ex- 
isted, a doubt might still remain 
as to the question from which 
branch of the legislature any 
ulterior proceeding: should take 
its rise. Nothing conld be more 
open to objection, nothing more 
embarrassing and prejudicial to 
the best interests of justice, than 
that two proceedings of a judi- 
cial character should be con- 
ducted at the same time. (Hear, 


from the Opposition benches.) 


Of course he did not mean ‘to 
confound a prima facte inquiry 
with an investigation into me- 
rits; and he felt some pity for 
the intellects of those who did 
confound them. He _ thought 
that there could not be two opi- 
nions regarding two contempo- 
raneous inquiries : and he hoped 
to have some of the cheerérs on 
his side, when he said that no- 
thing could be more absurd than 
to have a judicial proceéding 
conducted in both Houses at the 
same time. (Hear, hear.) If, 
then, both reports had concur- 
red that ulterior measures were 
indispensable, the 


where those measures were to 
originate ? He hoped the’ House 
would not suppose, that, in what 
he was about to say, he was iti- 


clined to tnderva tie its capa- 


city to discharge any of those 
3 F 2 





question: 
would necessarily have arisen,’ 
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_adopied in the ether Hoase of 


judieial functions which at times 
formed-most important branches 
of its duty: but he had no hesi- 
tation in stating, as far as his 
judgment and that of govern- 
ment could have influenced the 
decision, that he should have 
recommended the House ofCom- 
mons, aller making its report, 
to wait a reasonable time, to 
ascertain what steps might be 


Partiament. If these steps ap- 
peared calculated to satisfy the 
ends of justice, they would ori- 
‘ginate with many advantages 
elsewhere, and upon no grounds 
pwre than that the House of 
Lords was a body in more judi- 
cial habits than the House of 
Commons; it would have been 
their functien, also, to anvesti- 
gate -the subject with more so- 
lemnity, aud to submit all the 
evidenee.toe the test of an oath, 
Government felt that it was a 
case-of the most important -na- 
ture: any charge affecting the 
Queen of these realms was too 
important to be submitted ex- 
clusively to one chamber only: 
for this reason, the communica- 
ton had been made, in the first 
instance, to both ;.and the mode 
in which the preceeding would 
ultimately -reconcile itself was, 
that after the previous and 
preliminary investigation, -it 
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what proceeding should oricj- 
nate with the other branch of 
the legislature—sufficiently dis- 
tant ut least to give the House 
of Lords an opportunity of form- 
ing an-opinion upon this most 
grave question. On the other 
hand, he should be reluctant to 
appoint a period which should 
appear to postpone the ease be- 
yond the time justice and ne- 
cessHy required; or needlessly 
to defer her Majesty’s appeal, 
contained in the first instance 
in her message, and reiterated 
in heranswer. Weighing these 
two considerations, he should 
propose Thursday  se’nnight, 
when he should be prepared to 
offer a motion to the House, 
founded upon the answer of her 
Majesty to the resolutions of 
Thursday last: from that mo- 
tion he should desist, if in the 
mean time the House of Lords 
commenced any judicial pro- 
ceeding, which in its character 
must necessarily come under the 
view of the House of Commons. 
Having waited until the day he 
had mentioned, after all that had 
passed, after the broad avowal 
that the communication on the 
table contained matters of grave 
charge against the conduct and 
character.of her Majesty, even if 
it should turn out to be the de- 
cision of the House of Lords not 





would be mere advantageous 
that the House ef Cemmons 
should wait for such a pre-) 
ceeding as the Lords might. 
think it right to institute. He, 
therefore, wished it to be under- 
stood, that in fixing a day for 
his intended motion, he should 
name one suflicicntly, distant to 


to adopt any ulterior measure, 
he should owe it, as a debt of 
justice to the Queen, to endea- 
vour, es far as possible, to put 
these charges and the evidence 
in'such a shape as would best 
tend to her Majesty’s complete 
vindication. (Cheers.) He had 


now nothing further. to submit, 





enable that House to ascértain | 


than to state what he conceived 
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the becoming coutse to be pur- 
sued on this occasion: and, 
under the new circumstances, 
to which he now already refer- 
red, he did not feel ¥t at all in- 
cumbent npon him to adhere to 
the recommendation he had first 
suggested, on laying the King’s 

message on the table. At her 
Majesty’s call, he was pre- 
pared to take a course more 
eonsisient with her wishes.--- 
Whatever difficulty the House 
might have felt in the first 
instance, fand he thought the 
House ought not, without great 
reluctanee, to have permitted 
any minister to put so itlus- 
trious a personage under charge, 
without the production of pre- 
mi fuere evidence,) it was 
in a great measure, he should 
hope, entirely relieved from it, 
by the repeated claims for open 


justice on the part of the Queen ; 


and consistently with every 
principle of right, at the insti- 
gation of the individual chiefly 
eoncerned, it might pernsit that, 
which could not otherwise be 
allowed without a preliminary 
inquiry. The course he intend- 
ed tosuggest was this—that the 
debate on the King’s message 
(the substance of which, in truth, 
was, that the House should 
proceed to decide on the man- 
ner tn which it would imvesti- 
gate the matters on the table) 
should be farther adjourned un- 
til the day immediately subse- 
quent to that on which he pro- 
posed to bring forward his mo- 
tion. The effect of such an ar- 
rangement would be this—that 
if the House concurred in_ his 
proposition, supposing the other 
branch of the legislature to have 
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taken a direct proceeding in the 
meat tune, it would supersede 
the necessity of instituting any 
inquiry here, either prelimiuary 
or direct. .After a single other 
remark on the formal course of 
proceeding not distinetly audi- 
ble in the gallery, his lordship 
advested to the answer which 
he expected his proposition 
mght receive from the other 
side of the House. [te per- 
ceived that the right hon. gen- 
tleman opposite (Mr. ‘Tierney ) 
wus communicating with his 
learned friend on the subject: 
perhaps something had pre- 
viously passed between thens 
(Hear, hear.) Certainly he had 
heard that objections were to 
be made ; but he had never con- 
ceived that it was within the 
seope of the right hon. gentie- 
man's mind to bring forward 
such an objection as that to 
which he now alluded. He had 
heard it tmsinuated that the 
House, in the mode in which: it 
had approached her Majesty, 
and in the wording of its reso- 
lutions, had determined that the 
transuetions, tpso faclo, were 
buried in oblivion, and that ne 
future steps, whether direct or 
preliminary, could be taken re- 
garding the chargeson the table. 
He alluded to the words at the 
close of the last resolution, that 
such an inquiry was “ deroga- 
tory from the dignity. of the 
crown, and injurious to the best 
mterests of the cgountry.’’ Truo 
it was, that the-House, by a ma- 
jerity of 39} to. 124, had de- 
cided, that such an. investi 
tion was, if possible,*to he aves 
ed: but it had not determined 
that it ought not to be. pennit- 
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ted at all. The course of his 
hon. friend’s (Mr. Wilberforce) 
speech was, that his motion was 
the last means of conciliation : 
and that, if it did not succeed, 
there was ho alternative but in- 
quiry. He wished to carry the 
resolutions to the illustrious per- 
sonage concerned, as the last 
resort to-avert an investigation 
pamful and detrimental; but 
not for the purpose of extin- 
guishing all inquiry. He (Lord 
Castlereagh) begged leave to 
say, that he drew exactly an 
opposite inference from .the 
words he had quoted. ( Cheers.) 
Gentlemen on the other side 
did not seem to acknowledge 
that’ his argument was well 
founded: but he was prepared 
to contend, that these words 
were not only highly proper in 
themselves, but that they formed 
the justification of the reserve 
displayed by all parties; and 
particularly explained and illus- 
trated the whole conduct of go- 
vernment, both prior and sub- 
sequent to the return of the 
Queen. Ministers were. satis- 
fied in, their minds and consci- 
ences that their most sacred duty 
to their sovereign, and their 
country, was never to bring this 
subject: before Parliament, if; by 
any management or effort on 
their part, ‘consistent with ho- 


nour‘and propriety, they could. 


avoid it. An individual of the 
illustrious rank of Queen of these 
realms could not be placed ina 
situation of charge, without in- 
jury to the dignity of the crown, 
and the ‘best interests of the 
country, whatever might be. the 
result Every exertion of a pru- 
dential kind had;therefore, been 
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employed: to prevent.-the com- 
munication to Parliament at all : 
but ministers were left without 
a choice, by the precipitate re- 
turn of the Queen, to claim the 
full advantages of her rank. 
Every effort thus failed ; every 
delicacy they had shown to su- 
persede the necessity of disclo- 
sure, and to throw a veil over 
the transactions referred to in 
the papers on the table, had 
been disappomted. Even after 
the return of her Majesty, when 
Parliament was told that she 
was disposed to listen to their 
authoritative voice, (and it was 
not too much for her Majesty to 
consider the voice of Parliament 
authoritative, and its exertions 
as likely to protect her honour 
and character as the arbitra- 
tion of any private individual,) 
his Majesty’s government had 
shown every disposition to ac- 
commodate. If, after all these 
endeavours, her Majesty were 
still determined to drive the 
question to a public inquiry, he 
trusted that neither in reason, 
nor in common sense, would any 
man attribute to his hon, friend, 
who served his country so use- 
fully, disinterestedly, and ably, 
so extravagant and untenable @ 
proposition, as that the resolu- 
tions he had proposed should at 
once put a stop to all future pro- 
ceedings. His lordship trusted, 
therefore, that no more would 
be heard of such quibbling rea 
soning. ° He-was confident that 
the manly mind of the right hon. 
gent. (Mr: Tierney) disavowe 

it. He trusted ee 
was acquainted both with i *° 
tuétioncand its duties;;and that, 





however reluctantly. the subject 
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might bé forced upon it, it 
would be determined to see the 
ends of justice accomplished.--- 
The calamity, indeed, had fallen 
upon the country---no honour- 
able exertion had been able to 
avert it; and- he hoped that 
Parliament would now resume 
iis ancient character for dignity 
and moderation, and that, in the 
course of the distressing exa- 
minations which now appeared 
inevitable, the voice of party 
would sleep, and the efforts of 
faction be suspended. . ‘The 
House, as the great council of 
the nation, ought to be divested 
of all angry passions, and free 
from the influence of all per- 
sonal interests. Most of all, he 
hoped that that tone of: feeling 
would be absent, which, though 
it might belong to polities, could 
not belong to justice. ( Cheers.) 
Upon all these grounds, he felt 
it his duty to give notice, that 
on'T hursday se’nnight hewould 
charge himself with bringing 
forward a specific motion, found- 
ed on her Majesty’s message, if, 


in the mean time,a proceeding ( 


of a judicial character should not 


have been commenced! in!i ithe 


other House of Parliament.--- 
With a view not. to embarrass 
the cownsels-of the Housé, on 
the) question: whether - prelimi- 
nary inquiry should or should 
not be undertaken, he ‘intended 
to’ postpone his proposition on 
that ‘subject ‘until Friday se’n- 


‘night. His lordship coneluded 


by stating; that. in’ what he had 
suggested he had been iniflu- 


-enced only ‘by a desire to meet 


her Majesty’s ‘claim for? justice. 


‘—The question was then ‘put, 
‘that: the further debate on the 
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hing’s message be adjourned to 
Friday se’nnight. 

Mr. BrouGuHam said, it was 
with the utmost sincerity, and 
from the bottom, of his heart, 
that he: joined in the appeal 
made by the noble lord, He 
implored all sides of the House, 
from thatday thenceforth, dur- 
ine the whole course of that in- 
vestigation which was; now In- 
evilable, to let the voice of party 
sleep. He conjured them to suffer 
no feeling of a political mature, 
no shadow, to cross their path 
towards the ends of substantial 
justice. | (Hear, hear.) | On the 
part of her Majesty he had. to 
express his infinite: satisfaction 
---a satisfaction which was but 
the reflected image of her own 
---that at length justice was to 
be administered according to 
law, and on the ‘principles. of 
the constitutions that they. were 
to hear no morb:of the dark, iat 
quisitorial, unjust, and, as! he 
should Say, illegal proceedings, 
which in the first instance! they 
had » been. invited» to... adbdpé. 
Hear, hear.) >There was, at 
length an: ent: of./that.species 
of inquiry which: it was) the, Len- 
deney.of the messaye, aud of thie 
bag: to«icase-to'-be instituted 
against theolustrions person: to 
whom their conteuts apphed. 
Her claim . from: ‘the sfirst:jdhad 
been for’ open investigation:-- 
her protest agaihstian invisible 
tribunat:: For-the course which 
was now to be pursued he:had 
not to express: any gratitade to 
‘the noble lord, but, he had to 
felicitate himself, and to thank 
parliament and. the country.for 
their unanimous desire, that the 





former mode of proceeding 
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should be abandoned. He must 
now be permitted to make a few 
Observations on what had fallen 
from the noble lord on this oc- 
casion. Often as it had been 


his lot to admire the talents of. 


the noble lord, he had never 
before known his abilities, his 
subtilty or his dexterity dis- 
played to greater advantage. 
‘The course to be taken was not, 
it appeared, rendered necessary 
by the message, or as a mode of 
dealing with the bag ; it did not 
even arise out of the claims of 
justice, and was founded on no 
plea of state necessity. The 
House was now called upon to 

o into an inquiry, because her 

ajesty had on Saturday last 
said that she defied all public 
investigation, that she dreaded 
only secret proceedings, and 
threw herself with confidence 
on parliament end the country 
for a trial according to the prin- 
‘ciples of the constitution. Had 
the noble lord forgotten that 
she had said as much before, 
and that precisely similar senti- 
ments were contained in the 
message which he had had the 
honour to bring down from her?! 
In that messaize were the fol- 
lowing words:---“ It is this day 
fourteen years since the first 
charges were brought forward 
against her Majesty. ‘Then, and 
upon every occasion during that 
long period, she has shown the 
utmost readiness to meet her 
accusers, and to court the fullest 
inquiry into her conduct. She 
now also desires: an open in- 
vestigation, in which she may 
see both the charges and the 
witnesses against her---a privi- 
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|subject of the realm,” Did not 
the noble lord hear, then, a 
9 Fe ago, of the existence 
/ of this disposition on her Ma- 
‘Jesty’s part ¢ She had defied, 
courted, challenged, he might 
say demanded, a publie scrutiny, 
Something, however, had re- 
cently occurred, and had re- 
moved all the difficulties of the 
noble lord in acceding to these 
applications. lt was now dis- 
covered not. to be quite right to 
proceed to the trial of a Queen 
by a secret tribunal--+-that it was 
in fact, a violation of justice, at 
the outset, to commence pro- 
ceedings in that form. But 
every thing was now represent- 
ed to be easy and regular, be- 
‘cause the Queen had courted 
inquiry, and the gallantry and 
politeness of the noble lord 
could no longer withhold it. 
He must repeat, that of all the 
specimens of the noble lord’s 
merits, as a tactician, either in 
debate or with respect to mea- 
sures, the present seemed to be 
the most signal. With the 
change, however, which had 
taken place, her Majesty was 
perfectly satisfied, and fearlessly 
prepared to stand or fall by the 
consequences. Whatever the 
noble lord might have heard 
from his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Tierney), he could assure the 
House, it had not been commun- 
cated to himself. It. was not 
often indeed that upon points 
arising out of this subject 

and his right honourable friend 
held any conversation. All that 
had passed between them in re- 
lation to it might be compres 

into three sentences, and these 
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tial. The noble lord had ehalk- 
ed out the line which they were 
to follow in no very distinct 
manner; but as the proceeding 
was to be left dependent on 
what might take place else- 
where, some degree of vague- 
ness was perhaps unavoiduble. 
It had been said that her Ma- 
jesty was the first Brunswick 
who had turned a deaf ear to 
the addresses of Parliament, and 
it was added, that the late vote 
might be called almost anani- 
mous. Doubtless it was a vote 
in which 391 of the members 
had concurred,.and if to them 
were joined those, amongst the 
minority of 124, who voted with 
it merely from peculiar opinions 
respecting the question of the 
Liturgy, the whole number of 
members anxious to avert in- 
quiry was considerably more. 
‘The desire to avert inquiry was 
built on the declared belief, that 
whichever way it might termi- 
nate, it must be “ disappointing 
to the hopes of parliament, de- 
rogatory from the dignity of the 
crown, and injurious.to the best 
interests of the nation.”” ‘These 
words the noble lord had en- 
deayoured to explaifi away, and 
to shew that a new and pain- 
ful necessity had been imposed 
upon them by the Queen’s an- 
swer to their address. Her 
Majesty certainly had no objec- 
tion to this inference; but the 
House ought to pause a moment, 
and examine the true force of 
such expressions. They had 


pronounced theie opinion, that 
an inquity---whether needless 
or necessary, was not then the 
question---must be injurious, if 
not fatal.- 


It hed excited his 








astonishment that the noble 
lord should be the first'to con- 
cur with this resolution. One 
day the noble lord brought 
down a sealed bag; 2nd upon 
another, stead of withdrawing 
it, lent his support te another 
motion, the object of which was 
to dismiss it. (/Tfear.) Ht was 
not for him to consider whether 
the House was prepered or not 
to acquiesce in the necessity 
stated by the noble lord to arise 
out of the cireumstances which 
had occurred. If the necessity 
did exist, it might be traced 
to one single act---that of her 
Majesty’s ‘arrival in England. 
On no other ground could it be 
placed, and they could not for- 
get that they were asked to-de- 
clare that to be necessary, 
which only a few days ago they 
had declared must be all but 
ruinous to the country. With 
regard to the failure of their ad- 
dress, whether her Majesty’s 
answer was Wise or unwise, he 
should not stop to inquire. He 
could safely and conscientiously 
give his solemn assurance—and 
he gave it not for the purpose of 
exculpating where no charge 
was brought, or of shrinking 
from a responsibility which he 
would rather court, but for the 
Queen’s character and honour--- 
that her legal advisers had. laid 
before her all their views of the 
whole question ; that, before 
she returned an answer to -the 
address, they. had submitted 
every consideration which a 
knowledge of what had passed 
in parliament, and during the 
negociations, suggested to their 
minds: that every fact and every 
circumstayce.had been minutely 


aS 


- 
 — 


a ae 


— 









































a 
te ag ga 
Ss * 


> ee eth tN yg ia 


- a3 ee, 4 hota 


% ) ~ as Saas , 
Cle Sic ae esc ty AES: 


~ 


ae éu we eR ee Sa . 
4 Oly gale : ; . 
~~ a iad it i Bes RBIS BEY FLAC ABA ER LEE Be . 


a 


a 


Sale pduh Wh bs ve 






































ech ESL MSG 
=e 



















































































1163 THE QUEEN. 1164 


Stated, and a conviction ex- 
pressed, that a refusal to comply 
with the wishes of the House 
must lead to a full investigation 
of the case. With all this in- 
formation and these suggestions 
before her, her Majesty, with a 
fearlessness, which, in the his- 
tory of human action, nothing 
but conscious innocence ever 
inspired, expressed her deli- 
berate, her unbiassed, and. reso- 
lute determination to abide: by 
the consequences of the step 
which she was taking. He 
hoped the House would not be 
disposed. to judge hastily or 
harshly because compliance had 
been refused with their request. 
if her Majesty was the first 
Brunswick who had so refused, 
she was the first Brunswick and 
the first Queen in this country, 
or in. Christendom, who had 
been placed in so peculiar a si- 
tuation. (Hear, hear.) How 
different were the votes and 
addresses of the House to former 
Queens !. Even when not com- 
plimentary, or expressing some- 
thing else than congratulations 
or condolence—as when they 
solicited some change of coun- 
cil, or the dismissal of some. fa- 
vourite servant—how different 
in their effect. Her Majesty 
felt. that she was asked to dis- 
miss a regard for herown honour. 
he honeur of a man ought not 
to, be made matter of negocia- 
lion,, but still. less could female 
honour be sujected to truck and 
barter. dle.made these remarks 
in, extenuation, if they could not 
be received asia: complete vindi- 
cation by these who.heard him. 
They had been ya manner re- 


in the situation of offended per- 
sons. ‘They were, nevertheless, 
ina few days to become the 
judges of her conduct. If he 
had implored them before to 
lay aside all partial feelings, 
with equal reason might he now 
make suit to them to dismiss 
from their minds even yet nore 
peremptorily every feeling of 
offence. (Hear, hear.) li 
seemed that the noble lord was 
about to introduce some legisla- 
tive measure on this « subject ; 
whether of this description or 
not, it must lead necessarily to 
an investigation. In whatever 
way it should be proposed to 
conduct this delicate proceeding, 
he must put in his claim to some 
delay on the part of her Majesty. 
In mentioning the word “ de- 
lay,’’ he knew ‘how open it was 
to misconstruction. The Queen 
was in fact anxious to proceed, 
and deprecated all unnecessary 
loss of time. But justice required 
that some interval should be al- 
lowed. It: was 8 weeks’ journey to 
her Majesty’s place of residence 
in Italy, and to:the same time 
for returning must be added the 
time requisite for collecting evi- 
dence. He put it to’ the hononr 
and justice of the House tocon- 
sider that, if they proceeded 01 
Thursday se’nniglit; either by 
motion.or by bill; to go mto ev!- 
dence and open thé%bag, there 
was no'security that such ev 
dence would be! kept secret. 
The publie would. either “know 
the whole, or;:;whatiwas per 
haps worse, hearonl¥ fragments 
of thecease against her Majesty: 
How would any mam hike to have 
the honour of his’ female: rel 
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35 gentlemen, who had wives 
and daughters filled with a na- 
tural solicitude to learn a little 
of what was going forward ? 
Something would certainly 
creep out through the many 
orifices which would be open 
on this occasion, (a@ laugh) and 
circulate, especially the venom 
of it, more or less extensively. 
Let any man then suppose him- 
self in her Majesty’s situation, 
or in that of her Majesty’s 
friends, and he would easily 
imagine the fatal effects to cha- 
racter which might thus. ensue. 
The claim then, which he put 
in, was a claim of paramount 


justice ; it was simply to enable 


her Majesty to place immedi- 
ately in position with the case 
against her the evidence for her 
acquittal. It was to guard 
against the prejudices, which 
might arise from the long im- 
pression of a charge heard ex 
parte, and against the probabi- 
lity of its being divulged, that 
he made this application on her 
part. ‘The House would observe 
that it. would not delay the 
ultimate result ; judgment would 
be pronounced just as soon ; and 
all he asked was, that the two 
parts of the trial should go toge- 
ther. In considering this appeal 
he trusted that every gentleman 
would lay it 4o his heart, being 
convineed that the more it was 


considered, the deeper would 


be its impression. . ‘he honour- 
able and learned. gentleman 
concluded by again congratulat- 
ing the House and the country 
that the open inguiry) which 
her Majesty had-never feared, 
but anxiously sought, was about 
to be imstituted.  . » 
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Speech of Sir Francis Bur- 
pETT, on Thursday, June 22, 
1820. 


Sir F. BurpeEtT said, it was 
not his intention to go over any 
of those topics which had already 
been urged by other honourable 
members with much greater abi- 
lity than he possessed. It was 
his wish to approach this ques- 
tion with an unprejudiced mind, 
and whilst he claimed justice for 
that party that stood most in 
need of justice, he should care- 
fully avoid saying any thing that 
might be construed into a want 
of respect to the Crown on this 
very painful oceasion. He con- 
ceived that the honourable mem- 
ber for Bramber had taken a 
very erroneous view of the pre- 
sent question, and he begged 
leave, in the most unequivocal 
manner, to dissent from the di- 
lemma in which the:hon. gent. 
considered the House to be 
placed, viz. that they must either 
agree to his proposition or some 
other. mode of conciliation, or 
they must go into an inquiry 
respecting the contents of the 
green bag. (Hear.) To this 
proposition he could not agree'; 
nay,so far were they from being 
placed in such dilemma, that he 
thought it was not possible for 
the hiouse, if they consulted: at 
all their own character—if they 
consulted the dignity of» the 
‘Crown—if they. consulted the 
interests of the family on» the 
throne, or those of the. public, 
}to consent that this green, bag 
should be opened. (Hear.)--- 
Much had been said about omit- 
ting her Majesty’s name ‘in ;:the 
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was legal or wot, scemed to be | 


# matter of inferior importance ; 
for at one time to-night they had 
heen told that the omission was 
rot intended as an insult, and a 
sort of apology had been made 
for it by the moble lord, as not 
implying any degradation ; but, 
soon after, the noble lord had 
contradicted that statement by 
saying, that it was impossible 
not to omit her Majesty’s name, 


(hear,) as it was intended to! 


bring certain charges against 
her on this evidence---evidence 
to which no man of honour 
could attach the smallest im- 
portance. It appeared that mi- 
nisters had held out a threat to 
their Queen in one hand, and a 
bribe in the other. ( Hear.)--- 
They have denounced a threat 
which she must have supposed 
to affect her life, for she could 
not be supposed to have been 
acquainted with these techni- 
calities of law of which minis- 
ters were well aware, and by 
which she could not be prose- 
cuted as a principal in treason ; 
and, on the other hand, they of- 
feced a bribe, to be paid at the 
expense of the public. She, 
however, had adopted a course 
of conduct so magnanimous, as 
to raise her in all men’s minds, 
and which afforded such pre- 
sumption of her innocence (to 
use the expression of the hon. 
member below him), as ren- 
dered it as doubtiess as the va- 
lour of the Duke of Wellington ; 
she had been told, that the mo- 
ment she set foot. on English 
ground, this. evidence would be 
bronght: forward: yet the first 
step she took on receiving this 
botification was to hasten to 


Qurrn, I 16K 


this country, and face her ac. 
cusers: Immediately on her ar- 
rival the King’s ministers sent 
down a green bag to Parlia- 
ment. If they advised tho King 
to that act, they were bound to 
go on with the investigation 
without any passe whatever: 
for, if thete remained an alter- 
native, they were not justified 
in the course they had adopted. 
(Hear.) Let.the House look 
at the treatment which this il- 
justrious lady had experienced 
from her first arrival in this 
country---cut off from the pro- 
tection of those whose duty it 
was to protect her---deprived of 
that controul which she hada 
rirht to exercise---allowed no 
intercourse with her family or 
with her child; and if, under 
such cirenmstances, when goad- 
ed by insult, and driven almost 
to. madness, she had acted im- 
properly, no man who har- 
boured a principle of honour in 
his breast but would shed a tear 
for her misfortunes---but he 
would not at the same time 
pursue her with the arm ef ven- 
geance, under the mask of 
mercy, (Loud cheers.) But who 
could tell by what tales the 
Royal ear has been poisoned! 
Who could tell what had been 
the conduct of busy go-betweens 
angmenting every vile story, col- 
lected from sources as vile and 
impure’ as themselves? Who 
could tell what degree of irrita- 
tion had been exeited in the 
Royal mind by base persons of 
that description ? Filled woe 
prejudice as his Majesty's me 

had doubtless »been by sue® 
agents, and with a feeling © 
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anger, he must say, unworthy 
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set up 2 his breast against a 


woman, but basely pardered to’ 


by those who shauld have given 
different advice, ‘some. excuse 
was to be found for the conduct 
of his Majesty. But ministers 
had no such apology: there was 
nothing to deprive them _ of 
calmness of mind, and discretion 
ef judgment; and therefore if 
they saw that. officious and 
worthless persons were poison- 
ing the King’s mind with re- 
spect to his wife, and not en- 
deavour to prevent or counter- 
act the evil; but more especially 
if they had, on this occasion, 
yielded any thing to the passion 
of the King (hear, hear), then 
had they been to him the worst 
of traitors. (Loud. cheers.) That 
they had not given him proper 
advice, was evident. from their 
own conduct. When they ad- 
vised this message, and the 
green bag that accompanied it, 
to be brought down to Parlia- 
ment, it ought to have made no 
difference in their minds, whe- 
ther the Queen remained abroad 
er not; they were bound by 
their duty to the King, and to 
the country, to pursue a steady 
course, without any alteration 
of their views in consequence of 
her presence or her absence. 
But, on the contrary, they told 
her, that if she continued to 
live abroad, she might with im- 
punity act in such a manner 


as to bring disgrace on the|g 


King and country; but if she 
came to England to trouble 
them, then it would be impera- 
tive an the noble lord, as an ho- 
nest man, to bring down a 
green bag. (Hear, hear, hear). 
He was sure it was the general 


, 











feeling of the House that this 


bag should never be opened, 
whatever jnsinuations ministers 
might threw out respecting its 
contents ; for as soon as they 
admitted that the matter was 
negotiable, that moment there 
was an end oftheir whole case, as 
far as concerned the public. The 
honourable member who had 
opened the debate---he did not 
know whether the honourable 
gentleman was in the secret of 
the ministry (hear)---had said, 
that the contents of the bag 
were so horrible that they 
would pollute the whole coun- 
try; that, if it was opened, no 
modest family could venture to 
look at a public paper; that 
such a deluge of filth would be 
poured from it, as would stifle 
the morality of the nation (hear). 
He did not think that this was a 
likely way of giving a high no- 
tion of the royal dignity, or of 
supporting the character of the 
king or of the Queen, whatever 
might be the opinion of the ho- 
nourable member for Corle- 
Castle, who had so strenuously 
urged the necessity of support- 
ing the royal dignity at the pre- 
sent moment. On the contrary, 
he thought that any person de- 
sirous of bringing disgrace on 
the King and the country, could 
not take a more effectual mode 
of accomplishing that object. 
He believed, however, that the 
reen bag was as false as it was 
filthy (a laugh): but, whether 
false or true, it did not signify 
one straw, (/iear). He main- 
tained that, whether true or 
false, it could not be gone into, 
for there was no public interest 
concerned in it; or, if there 
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had been any, ministers had 
shown themselves very willing 
to sacrifice it, (hear). He had 
a right to assume from their 
conduct, that the whole filth 
which now lay on their table 
had been collected for the pur- 
pose of being exhibited en ter- 
rorem against the Queen, and, 
therefore he protested against 
the opening ofthis Pandora’s box. 
An honest minister would have 
thrown a veil over such state- 
ments as this bag was said to 
contain, and would have de- 
precated their promulgation ; 
but the resolntion of the present 
ministers was, that all this poi- 
son, which would prevent any 
modest female from looking into 
a public paper, was to be diffused 
over the country, if the Queen 
came to England. Ministers 
were willing to grant her mo- 
ney, if she would stay away ; 
but, having rejected their offer 
with contempt, having come to 
this country in defiance of their 
denunciations, and having as- 
serted that alone which she 
came hither to defend---her own 
honour---she would leave the 
kingdom with the same aecla- 
mations with which her arrival 
had been hailed. He believed 
the noble lord, when he said 
that he had never done any 
thing more painful than the 
bringing forward of this bag’; 
but if ministers had, like states- 
men, and like the honest men 
of whom the noble lord talked 
so much, advised the King, from 
a sense of duty, to adopt this 
course of proceeding, they would 
have persevered in it with in- 
flexible resolution. ‘The course 


tered should have been like the 
gates of hell :--- 
** Who enters here, leaves hope 
behind.” 

The minister, having screwed 
his courage up to such a pro- 
ceeding, should have pursued 
it with undeviating constancy, 
even if he should have lost his 
head in consequence. ( Hear.) 
Notwithstanding the sounding 
phrases which had been uttered 
about honour and principle, it 
appeared that public honour 
and public principle were to be 
given up, if the Queen would 
only relieve ministers from the 
embarrassment-of her presence. 
But he (Sir F. Burdett) felt some 
parliamentary difficulty in the 
extraordinary mode of proceed- 
ine which was proposed. They 
were called on to address the 
Queen; and if she was to be 
treated with that respect, it was 
not, surely, too much to ask 
ministers to withdraw the stigma 
which they had cast upon her 
character ; let either the gree? 
bag or the present motion be 
withdrawn. How any man could 
hold the bag in one hand, and 
vote for this motion with the 
other, he was at a loss to coll- 
ceive. (Hear, hear.) But the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Wilber- 
force) had not told them what 
they were to do after the pass 
ing of this resolution, which by 
the-by, implied guilt, and at the 
same time declared that there 
was no guilt. (Hear, hear’) 
The hon. gentleman peter 
had not yet made up his ee 
on this point, (a laugh) and he 
would not press him to expla 
his intentions at too early @ Pt 
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he did not know whether it was 
intended to be carried up by his 
Majesty’s ministers. (A laugh.) 
It was at all event8 an admission 
of her title to respect: and was 
pro tanto evidence against the 
green bag. But there was ano- 
ther consideration affecting the 
dignity of that House: what, if 
her Majesty should not choose 
to receive the Address ; and, in 
fact, should not comply with it ? 
( Loud cheers.) She had always 
been anxious to do what was 
wished by the House of Com- 
mons: she had thrown her life 
and her honour on them; and 
therefore there could be no 
doubt of her confidence in the 
integrity of the House, or of the 
deference which she was dis- 
posed to pay to its opinions. 
But, he would say for her in the 
words of the poet--- 


—_———— 


* To the liege lord of my dear native 
land, 


‘** Lowe a subject’s homage; yet even 


- ° him, 


‘* And his high arbitration, Ido reject. 

¢*’ Within my bosom reigns another lord, 
. Honor, sole judge and umpire 
of my conduct.” 





This point she could not con- 


cede; especially, when the 


Hiouse asked it to get ministers 


_ out of a scrape----to enable 


them to sneak away with their 
green bag (a laugh); though 


3 he did not know whether they 
_ would carry it, for he believed 


no place was fit for a thing so 


_ nasty. The hon.-bart. then } pro- 
_ ceeded to state, that if he sup- 


ported the present motion, it 


| Was not by any means on the 


ground that the House was 
placed in that dilemma which 
the honourable member had de- 
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scribed. He protested against 
the proposed inquiry, from re- 


spect to the character of the 


Royal Family, and from a desire 
of seeing justice done to the 
Queen, and to the country. He 


saw nothing but disgrace and 
degradation attaching to the 


persons who brought this 
charge, and who stood con- 


victed of attempting to com- 
pound a crime. ‘To compound 
a felony was, by the statute 
law, the next offence to felony 
itself; but ministers were here 
compounding high treason, or 
something very ‘Tike it. They 
had been acting like those 
wretches who extort money 
from honourable men, by charg- 
ing them with crimes ; and well 
might her Majesty have shrunk 
from the contents of that filthy 
and horrid bag, if she had not 
possessed ten times the nerve 
of the King’s ministers. ( Hear.) 
How durst ministers say that 
they would degrade their 
Queen? The question might 
perhaps by and by take a dif- 
ferent turn, and the House 
might inquire how they had 
done their duty as privy coun- 
cillors to the Crown and to the 
country? (Hear,) If under- 
strappers in diplomacy had not 
thought that it was a merit to 
insult her, and if every indignity 
had not been studiously heaped 

upon her, she would not have 
troubled the King or the coun- 
try. But supposing all the ru- 
mours which had been circu- 
lated to be true, where was the 
propriety of sending a herd of 
wretched spies and picklocks to 
bring over the evidence of them 
to this country ¢ The first error 
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of ministers on this subject was{did not wish her to romain in 
their base compliance with the|England, -lest she should be 
wishes. of the King, which it}made the tool of faction. ‘his 
was their duty to controul ; and|declaration was’ strange enough, 
the next was, their coming}when it was remembered that 
down to the House of Commons|the only faction which ever 
to get rid of the responsibility}made her an instrument was 
which they had incurred (hear) :/that to which the right honoura- 


ble gentleman himself belonged. 


could not re-tread, and, then,|It was by that faction that the 
having become alarmed at their|dissentions between the King 


own conduct, 


they stoppedjand the Queen had first been 


short, and threw the responsi-joccasioned, and by which she 


bility on Parliament. 


One haifjhad been deserted after it had 


of the administration pursued|accomplished its base purpose. 
the Queen for her vices and bad|( Hear.) But whatever might 
qualities; and the other half,/be the nature of the measures 


the noble lord (Castlereagh)| taken 


against the Queen, the 


and his right honourable friendjmode which had been resorted 


(Mr. Canning), who sat cheek-|to of sending 


ber out of the 


by-jowl, wished to punish her}country by means of the filth 
for her virtues and good quali-jand dirt of a green bag, was 


ties. The rigbt honourable} certainly 
holding the dignified situation 


gentleman had expatiated in the 


far below a person 


most exaggerated terms on her/of the right honourable gentle- 


amiable disposition and fascinat-| man. 


Aiter some farther ob- 


ing manners, and had declared/servations, the honourable ba- 


the affection he entertained for|ronet 


comeluded by declaring 


her (hear), though he gave ra-jhis belief, that, were her Ma- 
ther a strange proof of his af-ijesty crimson dyed in guilt, as 


(Hear). The right 


fection. 


the green bag represented ber, 


honourable -gentleman ‘repre-jthe people out of doors had 


sented her as likely to become 


such abhorrence to green bag 


the grace, life, and ornament ofjinformation, that they woul 


every circle of society in which 


believe her pure and spotless 


she moved; and therefore he|as the snow. (Loud cheers.) 
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